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dirousa theological problems with the most broad-minded freedom. Thun he was wont to consider the temporal dominion, of the Pope as an open question, and he of ton argued that the long fast of Lent should b<a divided or otherwise alleviated, as too close observance to rulw of abstinence did not suit the inclement climate of Germany. He had already urged the author!tiet* of the Roman Church to reform the Calendar, auggt&ting very much the same improvement aa was afterwards carried out by Gregory XIIL The Emperor Maximilian had alao long oon-aiderai the npeuaaity of reformation in the German Church, and a more far-reaching and violent reform of the whole Catholic Church, root and branch. He had aerioua though to of joining LOUIH XII in the rebellion which ho attempted to Hfcart against Julius II.
Barnnat churchmen had done Buoh things before; in the Council of Conatanoe, the largest gathering ever held for ecolemaatical purpoaea, one Pope had been deposed ami another elected. At the time when Julius II waa auppoaed to be dying, we can see the real reformer** impulse in Maximilian's apparently wild auggaation that h« should like to combine the Empire and the Papacy in his own person. This strongly in his litter to Marguerite of June 1610:
" That                        the Pope, will not on any
account auffar ua to go in arms to Rome for our
Imperial Crown, in company with the French, as he
to be callml before a Council by both of us, for
committed and daily commit, and also some              in mil intelleatnftl
